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* Some performances may take place in locations other than the aforementioned
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Experience the fun of the Bon Dance!
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208 &£ (X Whatis Bon Odori (Bon Dance)?
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4Bon Odori is a specific dance style enjoyed by local communities during the time of Urabon (, around mid-August when the
spirits of ancestors are believed to visit the lower world. The name ‘Bon’ comes from this observance.) People would dance for
various purposes - to greet and honor their ancestors, to pray for abundant crop, or perhaps to promote the bonding amongst
the local communities. The history of Bon Dance spans over several hundreds of years and is a major Japanese popular culture

\i;» and folklore art form, practiced as a tradition, a ceremony, and an annual event across the nation.
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Placing Awa Odori (a famous Bon Dance style from Tokushima Prefecture) at the core of their
style, the “NEO Awa Odori Troupe - TAKARABUNE” is the one fold constantly endeavoring to
open the possibilities of a new form of Japanese performing art. Their soulful and passionate
performances have won the admiration across the globe, gaining them the honour to perform

in 65 cities across 21 countries all over the world, including at world-famous festivals or solo
shows at world-renowned theatres across Europe, Asia, North America and Central America.
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Nishimonai Bon Odori / Akita Prefecture
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Known as one of the three most famous Bon Dance styles in Japan and dating back to
almost 700 years ago, Nishimonai Bon Odori is listed as the nation’s significant
intangible folk cultural asset of Ugo-machi of Akita Prefecture. Dancers with their faces
hidden by braided hats or hikoza-zukin (a black hood), combined with the hayashi-kata
(the musical accompaniments) and kagaribi (bonfires), stages the perfect
out-of-a-dream atmosphere.

ﬁﬂﬁ U E “ ﬁgﬁ Introduction and showcase by Bon-Dance associations
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Yosakoi / Kochi Prefecture
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Sunday, 3rd September
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“Yosakoi” comes from the Japanese archaism ‘yosarikoi’ that means ‘come along at
night to enjoy the festival’ . Based on the Kochi-local folk song “Yosakoi-bushi” and
the “Yosakoi Naruko Odori” , also incorporating elements from the “Kochi Yosakoi
Festival” , Yosakoi has evolved into a form of a nationwide-popular event in various
local communities, such as the “YOSAKOI Soran Festival (Hokkaido)” etc.
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Awa Odori / Tokushima Prefecture
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Sunday, 10th September

[WBAMR(HIED)CRIMRABURMRALEOABL - I[Yy M —Fy b
H— eV ETHLNBESEREOR2BY) T.BA=ZAZ2HE ) 0—2.[
HRESAFMESE M. 2ECEN >TV 5,

Originated in Tokushima Prefecture and widely known for its signature chants, “Odoru
Ahou ni Miru Ahou, Onaji Ahonara Odoranya son son (Fools who dance and fools who
watch. All the same fools so you might as well dance.)” , “Yatto sa- Yatto sa- “, the
Awa Odori is one of the three main Bon-Dances of the nation. Recent years has seen
the dance form make its way into festivals around the country, such as seen in the
“Tokyo Koenji Awa Odori” event.
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‘Official Bon Odori dancers’ from the Japan Association for Bon Odori* will appear in the traditional Yukata kimonos (a traditional summer-versioned

kimono-style garment) to showcase the Bon Dance, dancing to a variety of tunes from standard Bon Dance songs to J-POP, pop music and anime songs etc.
* Association of general corporate judicial person Japan Bon Odori

An organization established to promote growth and advance the Bon Dance activities of each local community, as well as to cultivate the culture of Bon Dance itself. Activities of the organization aims
for the establishment and enhancement of inter-generation or international communities, regional revitalization by utilizing Bon Dance contents, development of the tourism industry, and
dissemination of the Japanese culture to overseas countries through smooth coordination with related institutes and associations.

Monday, 28th August —
Thursday, 31st August
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BEER XM CRESNA[RY &) B L2E>TI(IR(—Y [ &) |2 E2T7—0VavTTT . CHREDHEX Iy T IZTEET,

KRNEN LR FCBRETRESNIZEOZSVEHLRBTAHMEF, X¥Eh2R)EY:[EE] [F0)] ¥ 1BAH&KK60% .

Take part in this workshop where you get to make a ‘fake sweet’ . Nerikiri is a food officially registered as an intangible cultural heritage, and
at this workshop, you will be making the resin clay version of the Nerikiri .

* Nerikiri is a Japanese confectionery that typically takes form of a seasonal motif. It can be seen offered at tea ceremonies.

* Types of Nerikiri to choose from: “Aobana (Asiatic Dayflower) or “Mari (Japan’ s traditional ball-shaped toy)” * Up to 60 persons per day HKERFAA-ITT
*Photo is for reference only



